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The author, encountering a mid-life crisis,
travels to Asia to begin a new life as an
American expatriate. This series is being
published out of order, Inside Burma: a
Trip to the Beach having been published
earlier due to its contemporary political
salience. This piece is equally salient at the
moment. It depicts, in the second half, the
struggle in Tibet leading up to the present
day self-immolation by monks there. Like
the Burmese piece, this contains original
and authentic inside photographs which
would be hard to replicate today, in this
case due to restrictions on travel there by
the Chinese government. These photos
depict a visit to a functioning Tibetan
monastery during a seasonal festival. The
first section of this piece offers insights
about modern China, but the authors
internal transformation is the conveying
theme of the whole piece.
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