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The brilliant Anita Brookner, praised by
The New York Times as one of the finest
novelists of her generation, now gives us a
stunning story of two sisters and the
strange patterns of identity and love.The
Sharpe sisters have lived a careful and
contemplative existence. Miriam is a
trandator of French texts and Beatrice a
moderately successful pianist. Their lives
of quiet sophistication are suddenly
interrupted by several complicated men:
3 — Max, Beatrices agent; Simon, a handsome
. 1(7._ .r?‘/éff / ._yz"z‘?gf and charming married man; and Tom
WA & - % oW Rivers, a journalist who befriends Miriam.
These men create disorder in the Sharpe
sisters controlled lives as Miriam, the
unromantic stoic of the two, begins an
affair and Beatrices career undergoes an
unexpected change. The exquisite writing,
affecting characters, and astonishing
psychological perceptions for which Anita
Brookner is famous are evident on every
page of this beautiful novel by a modern
master.
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