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The Withered Arm is written by Thomas
Hardy, and he is one of the giants of
Victorian literature. The story is set in rural
England in the 1880s on a milk farm. As
the story opens we meet a strange solitary
milkmaid, Rhonda Brooks who works for
the farm owner, Mr. Lodge. She has a
12-year-old-or-so son and we quickly
gather there was once a relationship
between her and Mr. Lodge and we think
Mr. Lodge is probably the father of her
son. A rumor spreads around the farm that
Mr. Lodge is to marry. Everyone,
especially Rhonda, begins to at once
wonder what the soon-to-be Mrs. Lodge is
like. And then the story begins with a lot of
surprising plots. All in all, The Withered
Arm is a wonderful tale in the Gothic
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