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As a spokesman for aestheticism, Wilde
tried his hand at various literary activities:
he published a book of poems, lectured in
the United States and Canada on the new
English Renaissance in Art, then returned
to London where he worked prolifically as
a journalist. Known for his biting wit,
flamboyant
dress
and
glittering
conversation, Wilde became one of the
best-known personalities of his day. Ah,
leave the hills of Arcady, Thy satyrs and
their wanton play, This modern world hath
need of thee. This is the land where liberty
Lit grave-browed Milton on his way, This
modern world hath need of thee! A land of
ancient chivalry Where gentle Sidney saw
the day, Ah, leave the hills of Arcady!
Then blow some trumpet loud and free,
And give thine oaten pipe away, Ah, leave
the hills of Arcady! This modern world
hath need of thee!
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